Strange new world
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/strange-new-world/
Scientists had long guessed that clouds of methane and lakes or seas of liquid hydrocarbon might exist in Titan. To confirm their suspicion, the Huygens probe was built by the European Space Agency. It was then released onto space where it traveled for 7years to Saturn attached to Cassini orbiter owned by NASA. The two craft however detached as they advanced to Titan, where the Cassini conveyed Huygens’s data to Earth after the probe descended through the Satellite’s haze, which had prevented former efforts to view the surface. On 14th January, the Huygens probe made a successful landing on Titan, an event that excited Earth Scientists. They were however surprised at the many questions raised by Huygens as much as other more were answered. They found out that Titan and Earth had a lot of similarities. They observed that Titan had an atmospheric layer mainly made up of Nitrogen but also had elements of methane that condensed at low temperatures and played a similar role of water to Earth.
The mission’s key finding was that Titan’s main cloud layer is at least 200km thick as Huygens's view was not distinct until the probe was less than 20km above the ground. An abrupt jump of the amount of methane present in the atmosphere was detected at the same altitude. It was then concluded that the clouds consisted of methane from the findings. Huygens's view of the surface presented an indication of methane rainfall that flowed in channels ranging from fairly bright to a tarry plain. The distinction made scientists believe that liquid methane could also be flowing from underground springs. Huygens probe's landing presented the most solid signs of liquid methane in Titan. Scientists say that Titan is living up to their prospects and that they will spend the next several months examining data and coming up with theories to explain their observations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Peering into muddy waters
https://baynature.org/article/peering-into-muddy-waters/
San Francisco Bay has a beautiful view of a rich eco-system that exists within that most people who drive along the bridges that spun it miss since they are only presented with the opaque gray-green surface. If the water was clear, they would be offered a beautiful view of sharks, sea fish, and general existing sea animals. The nutrient-rich environment and fairly warm, shallow-water of the Bay provide a perfect habitation for bottom-feeding and dwelling creatures. These creatures are then preyed on by smaller inshore sharks who also serve as food for bigger sharks, considered as being on the top of the food chain. Sharks beached themselves along the Alameda coastline in July and August of 1967. They were then returned into the water by District staff after which they beached again. The writer was riled by this observation which made him start a project to determine if it was a normal reaction.
The writer says he conducted research in association with other scientists on the sharks that resided in the Bay such that they had a full database on them but they could not explain what caused the sharks' behavior back then. They however established that the Bay provided a good eco-system that acted as the main shark nursery. The population of five shark species was found to be a hundred of thousands though the studies did not provide a reason for the overall decline in the numbers of sharks altogether. The love of shark meat, pollution, and shark sportfishing have risen in the Bay, activities which are viewed as dangerous to the survival of the sharks. The writer comments that people have little knowledge about sharks and that sharks are important to the health of the marine ecosystem since they help balance the population by preying on other sea animals. He further urges that their lives should be conserved, through the creating of awareness of their existence.



